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Exodus 33:3-4 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go 
up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked 
people." 4 When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, and no 
one put on his ornaments. 
 

Exodus 33:13-23 13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please 
show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your 
sight. Consider too that this nation is your people." 14 And he said, "My presence 
will go with you, and I will give you rest." 15 And he said to him, "If your 
presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how shall it be 
known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your 
going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other 
people on the face of the earth?" 17 And the LORD said to Moses, "This very 
thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I 
know you by name." 18 Moses said, "Please show me your glory." 19 And he said, 
"I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my 
name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy.  
 

Exodus 34:5-7 5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and 
proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 
children's children, to the third and the fourth generation." 8 And Moses quickly 
bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. 
 

Exodus 40:33-40 And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the 
altar, and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So Moses finished the work. 
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled 
the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because 
the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 
Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not taken 
up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of 
the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight 
of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.  
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1. Go, but I’m not going with you (33:1-14) 
The Setting 

• The LORD has given the Ten Commandments and other 
laws, and Israel has confirmed the covenant (Ex. 20-24) 
• The LORD has given Moses the plans for building the 
Tabernacle, the dwelling place of God on earth (Exodus 25-31) 
• Israel has broken the covenant through the worship of the 
golden calf (Exodus 32) 

a. The LORD commands Israel to go to the Promised Land 

• He promises to send His angel to lead them and help them 
defeat the nations 

b. But…the LORD is not going with them: (33:3) 
• 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not 
go up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are 
a stiff-necked people. 

 c. The people of Israel mourn at this “disastrous word” 
  • They take off their ornaments as a sign of repentance 

d. (The Tent of Meeting is outside the camp) (7-14) 
• Moses would go a distance outside the camp to a tent (not 
the tabernacle which was not yet built) to meet with God 

e. How would you respond if God said that he would send protection 

but that He would not be going with you? 
 

2. Please go with us; I can’t go without You (33:12-17) 
a. Moses pleads with the LORD to go with them – a model of prayer 

• Moses appeals to God’s Word (12) 
▪ Yet you have said, „I know you by name and you 
have found favour in my sight‟ 

  • Moses asks to know God’s ways (13) 
▪ Please show me your ways that I may know you in 
order to find favor in your sight 

• Moses reminds the LORD that Israel is His people 
“Consider too that this nation is your people” 

  • Moses has no desire to go unless the LORD goes (15) 
▪ If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us 
up from here 

  • Moses says that God’s presence makes Israel distinct (16) 
▪ Is it not in your going with us, so that we are 
distinct, I and your people, from every other people 
on the face of the earth? 

b. The Lord answers Moses‟ prayer (14, 17) 
• “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” 
 ▪ Lit. “My face will go with you” (but „you‟ is singular) 
• “The very thing you have spoken I will do.”  (go with us) 
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3. Please show me your glory (33:18-23) 
 

a. Moses then makes an incredible request of the LORD (18) 
• “Please show me your glory” 

b. The LORD gives Moses an unexpected answer 
• “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will 
proclaim before you my name „The LORD.‟  …” 

▪ The LORD‟s goodness will pass before Moses 
  ▪ The LORD will protect Moses in the cleft of the rock 
  ▪ Moses will see the back of the LORD as He passes 

  

4.The LORD shows His glory to Moses (34:1-26) 
a. The glory of the LORD is revealed in the proclamation of His Name, 
The LORD (Yahweh), and in 7 attributes of His holy character (34:5-7) 

• Merciful (NASB/NIV: „compassionate‟ ) 
• Gracious 
• Slow to anger  (KJV: „longsuffering‟ ) 
• Abounding in steadfast love (NET Bible: „loyal love‟ ) 
• Abounding in faithfulness (KJV/NASB:  „truth‟ ) 
• Forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin 
• But who will by no means clear the guilty 

    God’s glory is seen in his goodness! 

b. the Covenant is re-established (34:1-4,8-26) 
• The Ten Commandments are re-written on tables of stone 
• Other covenant laws are affirmed 

 

5. Glory comes down (34:27-35, 40:33-40) 
a. Moses‟ face shone because he had glimpsed the glory of God  

• It scared the people and he had to wear a veil 
b. The Tabernacle is constructed (Exodus 35-40) 

• The LORD dwells with his people 
▪ The book of Exodus closes with the glory of God 
filling the Tabernacle (Exodus 40:33-40) 
▪ The dwelling place of God is with man (Rev. 21:3) 

c. As New Testament believers, we are recipients of greater glory 
• 7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, 
came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at 
Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to 
an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more 
glory?     1 Cor. 3:7-8 
• 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who 
is the Spirit.      1 Cor. 3:18 

 

Please Show me Your Glory 
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Our Response 
 

1. How would your life be different if God didn‟t go with you? Do you hunger for 
His presence? Do you seek the glory of His holy character? 
 
Exodus 33:15-17 15 And he said to him, "If your presence will not go with me, 
do not bring us up from here. 16 For how shall it be known that I have found 
favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we 
are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the 
earth?" 17 And the LORD said to Moses, "This very thing that you have spoken I 
will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name." 
 

Exodus 34:5-7 5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and 
proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 
children's children, to the third and the fourth generation." 8 And Moses quickly 
bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. 
 

  
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. How would it make a difference in your life if God was not with you? 

2. Read Exodus 34:5-7. Discuss the attributes of God listed there. How are they 
displayed in Jesus‟ work on the cross?  

3. What is the connection between the glory of God and the character of God? 

4. Do you hunger for God‟s glorious presence in your life? 

5. Pray together that the Lord would show His glory in your life. Pray that you 
would hunger for Him more and more each day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Show me Your Glory 
Exodus 33-34, 40:33-40 

 
 
 

Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 

message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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