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Exodus 32:1-4 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from 
the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to 
him, "Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him." 2 So Aaron said to them, "Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of 
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." 3 So all the 
people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to 
Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a 
graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, "These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!"  
 

Exodus 32:11-14 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, "O LORD, 
why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out 
of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should 
the Egyptians say, 'With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the 
mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your 
burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, 

and said to them, 'I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all 
this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit 
it forever.'" 14 And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of 
bringing on his people. 
 

Exodus 32:30-34 The next day Moses said to the people, "You have sinned a 
great sin. And now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for 
your sin." 31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, "Alas, this people has 
sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if 
you will forgive their sin--but if not, please blot me out of your book that you 
have written." 33 But the LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against me, I 
will blot out of my book. 34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which 
I have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the 
day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them."  
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1. When the Cat’s Away… (32:1-6) 
 

a. The Setting 
• Moses is on Mount Sinai, speaking with God, receiving the 
plans for building the Tabernacle 
 ▪ Moses is away for forty days 

 • Israel is camped by Mount Sinai 
  ▪ Israel becomes impatient 
b. The people grow tired of waiting, and quickly forget the first and 
second commandments 
 • They ask Aaron to make “gods who shall go before us” 
 • Aaron makes a golden calf 
 • The people proclaim: 

▪ “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt!” 

• Aaron sees they are pleased and builds an altar before the 
golden calf 
• Aaron declares that: 

▪ “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD” 
• The people offer burnt offerings and peace offerings, and 
have a wild party 

 c. We fall into sin when: 
  • We grow impatient with the LORD 
  • We insist on worshipping the LORD our way, not His way 

• We combine worship of the LORD with worship of other gods 
(syncretism) 
• We fear man more than we fear the LORD 
• We act without faith in the LORD 

 

2. Moses pleads to God for Israel (32:7-14) 
 

a. The Lord is ready to wipe Israel out  
• “I have seen this people, … it is a stiff-necked people” 
• He will start again and make a great nation of Moses 

b. Moses pleads with God in prayer for Israel, making four appeals: 
• Appeal to God‟s possession of Israel: These are your 
people 
• Appeal to God‟s salvation of Israel: You went to great 
lengths to save Israel from Egypt 
• Appeal to God‟s reputation: The Egyptians will hear that 
you brought them out to destroy them 
• Appeal to God‟s promises: Remember your promises to our 
forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Israel (Jacob) 

c. The Lord answers Moses‟ prayer 
• “And the LORD relented from the disaster…” 
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3. Moses’ righteous anger (32:15-29) 
 

a. Moses smashes the tablets of the Ten Commandments at the foot of 
the mountain 

• Symbolic of the covenant being broken by Israel 
b. Moses utterly destroys the golden calf 

• He burns it, grinds it to powder, scatters it in the water, 
makes the people drink it 
 ▪ Idols need to be destroyed (not stored in the closet) 

c. Aaron „explains‟: Three weak responses to sin (that we also make!) 

• Aaron pushes back at Moses - You‟re overreacting– don‟t 
be so angry with me 
• Aaron blames the people: You know how bad they are 
• Aaron attempts to hide his own responsibility 

▪ Omission: does not mention that he crafted the idol 
▪ Dishonesty: “and I threw it into the fire and out 
came this calf.” 

 d. “Who is on the LORD‟s side” – the Levites rally to the Lord and Moses 
  • They put idolatry to death in the camp – 3000 are killed 
 

4. Moses prays and tries to make atonement for Israel (30-35) 
a. “You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the LORD; 
perhaps I can make atonement for your sin 

• Moses recognizes the need for atonement for sin 
• Atonement: “At-one-ment” – reconciliation of two parties 
• Atonement with God requires blood to be shed - Heb. 9:22 

b. Moses confesses the people‟s sins and asks for God‟s forgiveness 
• Moses is a mediator between God and Israel 

c. Moses offers himself as a substitute sacrifice to atone for Israel‟s sin 
• “But now, if you will forgive their sin – but if not, please blot 
me out of your book that you have written.” 
• Moses‟ heart is in the right place, but he is trying to do 
something that he is not capable of doing 
 ▪ One sinner cannot make atonement for another 

d. The Lord responds:  

• “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book” 
•  “But now go, lead the people…” 
• “I will visit their sin upon them.” 
• “Then the LORD sent a plague on the people” 

 

Conclusion 
 a. Sin is deadly serious! 
 b. Our natural instinct is to sin, and then to dodge responsibility for it. 
 c. Atonement for sin needs to be made to restore relationship with God. 

d. Jesus is the only suitable sacrifice to make atonement for our sin. 
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Our Response 
 

1. In our culture, we are especially prone to worship idols of the heart: sex, 
money, power, material things, even family and friends. All of these are idols if 
they are before God in our hearts. The LORD‟s command to us is: Repent and 
turn away from your idols. 
 

1 John 5:21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 

Ezekiel 14:3 3 "Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their 
hearts, and set the stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. Should I 
indeed let myself be consulted by them? 4 Therefore speak to them and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Any one of the house of Israel who takes his 
idols into his heart and sets the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, 
and yet comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him as he comes with the 
multitude of his idols, 5 that I may lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel, 
who are all estranged from me through their idols. 6 "Therefore say to the house 
of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: Repent and turn away from your idols, 
and turn away your faces from all your abominations.  
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Compare the worship at the Tabernacle (God‟s design, Ex. 25-31, see last 
week‟s notes) with the worship of the golden calf (Israel‟s design, Ex. 32:1-6). 
Are there any similarities? What are the key differences? 

2. Look at point 1c in today‟s message:  “We fall into sin when…”  . Discuss how 
we fall into sin in each of these situations. How can we avoid these pitfalls?  

3. How does Aaron‟s „explanation‟ of his sin remind you of your own attempts to 
deflect responsibility for your sin? (see point 3c in today‟s message) 

4. What does the word atonement mean? Why can‟t God just forgive sin without 
an act of atonement? How does Moses remind us of Jesus in Exodus 32? 

5. Pray together that the Lord would increase your hatred of sin. At the same 
time, pray that the Lord would increase your love and compassion for people you 
know who are caught in sin. (Note that Moses both hated sin and loved the 
people, in today‟s passage.) 
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Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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