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Exodus 25:8-9 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell 
in their midst. 9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. 
 

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
 

Hebrews 8:5 (NIV) 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and 
shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he 
was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything 
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 
 
The Moses Series   

Studying the life of Moses to experience God‟s 
Spiritual Principles for Spiritual Life in Christ 

 

 
Introduction: The Tabernacle 

Q: Why study the Tabernacle? How is it relevant to my life? 
Q: What does the name of our church, “Prairie Tabernacle” have to do with the 
Tabernacle in the Bible? 
 

1. The Purpose of the Tabernacle  
 

 a. God wants to dwell with His people 
• Exodus 25:8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may 
dwell in their midst 

 SO… 
b. God decided to live in a tent, like the rest of the people of Israel, in 
the center of Israel‟s camp 
BUT… 
c. A holy God cannot live with sinful people 
SO… 
d. The Tabernacle was designed to make a way for a holy God to live 
with sinful people 

 

  

 

The Tabernacle 
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2. The Pattern of the Tabernacle 
   The Tabernacle design was given to Moses by God – Exodus 25:9  
   The Tabernacle was a 45‟x15‟x15‟ tent 
   We are going to „walk‟ from the front gate to the Most Holy Place 
  

a. Courtyard  
I. Design  

• 150‟x75‟  rectangular fence, 7.5‟ in height, bronze 
bases holding up the fence, 30‟ gate on east side 

 II. Access 
• Any worshiper could enter 

     III. Furnishings 
• Bronze Altar (Exodus 27:1-8) 

   ▪ Used for offering people‟s sacrifices 
   ▪ Many Sin offerings (and other offerings) 

▪ A lamb was sacrificed in the morning and 
evening 
▪ Justification – the removal of guilt and 
declaration of righteousness 

  • Bronze Wash Basin (Ex. 30:17-21) 
   ▪ Used by the priests for washing 

▪ Sanctification – being made pure and holy 
for serving God – see John 15:3, John 17:17 

b. Holy Place  
 I. Design 
  • Front room of Tabernacle – 30‟x15‟x15‟ 
  • Acacia wood overlaid with gold 
 II. Access 
  • Only priests could enter 
 III. Furnishings 

• Golden Lampstand (Ex. 25:31-40) 
 ▪ Seven oil lamps (Jewish Menorah) 
 ▪ Tended by the priests, morning & evening 
• Golden Table for the Showbread (Ex. 25:23-30) 

▪ 12 loaves of bread representing the 12 
tribes of Israel 
▪ Eaten and replaced weekly by the priests 

• Golden Altar for Burning Incense (Ex. 30:1-10)  
▪ Tended morning and evening by the 
priests, at the same time as the sacrifices at 
the bronze altar 
▪ Prayers going up to God (Ps. 141:1-2) 
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c. Most Holy Place (KJV - “Holy of Holies”) 

I. Design 
• Back room of the Tabernacle, a 15‟ cube  

 II. Access 
  • Only the High Priest, Annually on Day of Atonement 

III. Furnishings 
• Veil to separate the Most Holy Place (Ex. 26:31-33) 
• Ark of the Covenant (Ex. 25:10-17) 
 ▪ Containing the Ten Commandments 

• Mercy Seat (Atonement Cover) (Ex. 25:18-22) 
 ▪ Two cherubim on the cover 

▪ Blood sprinkled on Day of Atonement 
▪ “There I will meet with you…”  Ex. 25:22 

 

3. The Picture of the Tabernacle 
a. The Tabernacle is a picture of heaven (Heb. 8:5, NIV) 

“a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven”   
       Compare with the throne room in the book of Revelation (Rev. 4-8) 
  • Spirit of God – seven lamps (Rev. 4:5, Is. 11:1) 

• 24 elders – church and Israel? – parallels the 12 loaves of 
showbread before God‟s presence? (Rev. 4:4) 

  • Altar of Incense – prayer of the saints (8:3-4) 
  • Creatures (Cherubim?) singing God‟s praises (Revelation 4:8) 
  • The Lamb who was slain (Revelation 5:6) 
 b. The Tabernacle is a picture of our future with God in heaven 

• Revelation 21:1-3 Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place 
(tabernacle) of God is with man. He will dwell 
(tabernacle) with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them as their God.  

   

4. The Promise of the Tabernacle 
a. The Tabernacle is a promise fulfilled in Jesus 

• John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
(tabernacled) among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  • Justification  • Sanctification 
  • Light of the World • Bread of Life 
  • Intercessor for us • Blood covering our sins 
  • The veil is removed, the Most Holy Place is open 
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Our Response 
 

1. Thank the Lord for His desire to dwell with us. Thank Him for making a way 
through Jesus Christ for this to happen. 
 

 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

 
Hebrews 9:11-12 11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good 
things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not 
made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the 
holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his 
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Discuss the design of the Tabernacle. What intrigues you about it the most? 
What do you find unusual or confusing? 

2. How does the Tabernacle picture what is in heaven?  

3. How does Jesus fulfill the promise of the Tabernacle? 

4. What difference does understanding the Tabernacle make in your life? 

5. Pray together for one another. Praise God for a deeper love for God and for 
one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tabernacle 
Exodus 25-31, 35-40 
Selected Passages  

 

Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 

message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

To learn more about the ESV, please visit www.esv.org  

 

http://www.prairietab.com/
http://www.esv.org/

