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Exodus 20:1-17 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 "I am the 

LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before me. 4 "You shall 

not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I 

the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate 

me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD 

your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his 

name in vain. 8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days 

you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath 

to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your 

son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or 

your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six 

days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy. 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your 

days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 13 

"You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall 

not steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or 

his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's." 
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Introduction: The Ten Commandments (20:1-17) 
 

The Ten Commandments (20:3-17) 
1. You shall have no other gods before me (3) 
2. You shall not make for yourself a carved image… (4-6) 

             3. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain (7) 
4. Remember the Sabbath, to keep it holy. … (8-11) 
5. Honor your father and your mother… (12) 
6. You shall not murder (13) 

7. You shall not commit adultery (14) 
8. You shall not steal (15) 
9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor (16) 
10. You shall not covet… (17) 

 

 a. Commandments from God 
• Spoken audibly by God (Ex. 20:1) 
• Written on stone by the finger of God (Ex. 31:18, 34:28) 
• The stone tablets were stored in the Ark of the Covenant 
 

 b. More about the Ten Commandments 
• Ten Commandments are both famous and not well known 
• The first four are about our relationship with God. The last 

six are about our relationship with others 
▪ Corresponds to the greatest and second greatest 
commandments – Matthew 22:36-40 
 ▪ Love the Lord 
 ▪ Love your neighbour 

• They deal with wide ranging issues – idolatry, our speech, 
our work, our family, our neighbours, our heart 
• They affect both outward activity and inward thought 

  

1. The Purpose of the Law  
 

 a. To tell us what sin is 
• Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known 
sin  - see Romans 7:7-8 
• sin is lawlessness  1 John 3:4 

  • To sin means we fall short of God’s glory  Rom. 3:23   

b. To teach us what God is like  
• The commandment is holy and righteous and good Rom 7:12 
• The law reflects the character of the lawgiver 

 c. To be our guardian until Christ came (Galatians 3:23-29) 
• A guardian pointed out and punished misbehavior and 
separated children from outside influence (Ref. Study Bible)  
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2. The Power of the Law  

 

 a. The law is what gives sin its power  
• The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.     
1 Corinthians 15:56, see also Romans 7:8-11 

b. The law brings fear (Exodus 20:18-21) 
c. The law brings wrath  (Romans 4:15)   

 

3. The Problem with the Law  
 

 a. The Law shows us that we can never be good enough 

• Israel continually failed to obey it 
• The Pharisees could not keep its demands 
• Jesus explained the reach of the law to include our inner 
thoughts – Matthew 5 – You have heard it said…but I say… 
• He called us to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect  
(Matthew 5:48) 
• All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23)      

b. The law accurately shows our problem, but it miserably fails to 
provide a cure 

• For all who rely on works of law are under a curse… Gal 3:10 
• Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the 
law…  Galatians 3:11 

 

4. The Promise of the Law 
a. The LORD promised something greater  
 • Jeremiah 31:31-34 (esp 33), Ezekiel 36:25-27 (esp 27) 
b. Jesus did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it (Matt. 5:17-20) 

  • …not a dot will pass from the law 
 c. How does Jesus fulfill the law? 
  • He is the only one who actually obeyed it completely 
   ▪ His righteousness becomes ours (2 Cor 5:21) 
   ▪ Our identity is tied to His (Romans 5:19) 
   ▪ You are not under law but under grace (Rom. 6:14) 
  • He sends His Holy Spirit who gives us the power to obey 

▪ But now we are released from the law, having died 
to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the 
new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the 
written code. Rom. 7:6  Gal. 5:16, Rom 8:2, 2 Cor 3:3  
▪ God is conforming us to Christ’s image and will 
make us blameless at His coming (1 Thess. 5:23-24, 
Philippians 1:6) 

d. Under grace, by the Spirit, the commandments that once condemned 
us become promises that free us 

• You shall have no other gods before me 
• You shall not steal…you shall not bear false witness…  
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Our Response 
 

1. Stop trying to live for Jesus on your own, and by faith let Jesus live for you, 
through His Holy Spirit that works within you. 
 

Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of 
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised 
from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 5 For while we 
were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at 
work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are released 
from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve 
in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.  
       Romans 7:4-6 
 

Passages for further reading: Matthew 5:17-20, Jeremiah 31:31-34, Ezekiel 
36:25-27, Galatians 3:1-29, Romans 4:13-15, Romans 5:12-14, 18-21, Romans 
7:4-25, Romans 8:1-11, 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
Recommended Reading: Charles Price, Alive in Christ, Chapters 7 & 8. Charles 
Price’s preaching and writing has been a great help in prep for today’s message. 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Do you know the ten commandments from memory? Try to say them without 
looking at Exodus 20. 

2. Which of the Ten Commandments do you find easiest to obey and hardest to 
obey? Why? 

3. What does it mean to walk in the Spirit? How do you walk in the Spirit? How is 
this different from the old way of the written law? 

4. What does it mean to live under grace instead of law? What does it not mean? 

5.Discuss the following statement in light of today’s message: The 
commandments that once condemned us become promises that free us. 

6. How is the LORD speaking to you through His Word in today’s message? 

7. Pray together for one another. Praise God for His great salvation! Pray for a 
deeper faith to walk by the Spirit, and so fulfill the law of Jesus Christ. 
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Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today’s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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