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Exodus 19:1-14 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had 

gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness 

of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of 
Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped 

before the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to 
him out of the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of 

Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 You yourselves have seen what I 
did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought 

you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and 

keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to 
the people of Israel." 7 So Moses came and called the elders of the 

people and set before them all these words that the LORD had 

commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, "All that 
the LORD has spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words of the 

people to the LORD. 9 And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I am 
coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak 

with you, and may also believe you forever." When Moses told the words 

of the people to the LORD, 10 the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people 
and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their 

garments 11 and be ready for the third day. For on the third day the 
LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 

And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, 'Take care not 
to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the 

mountain shall be put to death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall 

be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.' When the 
trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain." 14 So 

Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated the 
people; and they washed their garments. 
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Introduction: Mount Sinai (19:1-3a) 
 

a. Where is Mount Sinai?  
• An interesting study, but the location is uncertain 

 

b. Significance of Israel’s arrival 
 • The LORD has fulfilled His word to Moses 

▪ He said, "But I will be with you, and this shall be the 
sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God 
on this mountain."    Exodus 3:12 

  

1. The LORD’s Treasured Possession (19:3b-8) 
 

 a. Things the people saw the LORD do: (4) 
• “what I did to the Egyptians” 
 ▪ plagues, destruction, defeat 
• “how I bore you on eagles’ wings 
 ▪ Israel’s salvation from slavery and flight from Egypt 
• “and brought you to myself” 
 ▪ Israel’s deliverance to God Himself 
  

b. The covenant of the LORD (5-6) 

• If you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant 
▪ You shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples 
 ▪ for all the earth is mine  
▪ and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation 

  • Key phrases 
   ▪ keep my convenant 
    ▪ a vision of obedience 
   ▪ my treasured possession (KJV: peculiar treasure) 
    ▪ a vision of personal, loving care 
   ▪ a kingdom of priests and a holy nation 

▪ a vision of holiness and a vision of 
worldwide missions 

 

• But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.      1 Peter 2:9 

 

 c. The people respond (7-8) 
  • All that the LORD has spoken we will do 
   ▪ A promise that Israel could not keep 
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2. Israel prepares to meet the LORD (19:10-15, 21-25) 

 

 a. Consecrate the people (10, 14-15) 
• Consecrate/Sanctify = set apart = make holy 

▪ Symbolized by the washing of clothing and fasting 
from sexual union 

• God is holy, and we need to be sanctified to approach Him 
b. Keep your distance (12-13, 21-25) 

• Don’t touch the mountain or you will be killed 
• Only come near the mountain when the LORD calls 

• God is holy and we can only come to Him on His terms   

 

3. The LORD comes to Mount Sinai (19:9,16-19) 
 

 a. The awesome, terrifying presence of the LORD (16,18) 
• thunders and lightnings 
• a thick cloud on the mountain 
• a very loud trumpet blast 

▪ so that all the people in the camp trembled 
  • the LORD had descended on it in fire 
  • The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln 
  • and the whole mountain trembled greatly 

 

b. Someone was needed to meet with God on our behalf 

• Moses met with God for Israel 
 ▪ But a true mediator was needed - 1 Timothy 2:5 

 

4. We don’t live at Mount Sinai; We live at Mount Zion 
 a. How do we approach God today? 
  • Hebrews 12:19-21 
 b. How do we view God? 
  • Transcendent – God is awesome, impersonal, distant 
  • Immanent – God is approachable, personal, close 

c. If we only see God at Mount Sinai, we will be out of balance, seeing 
only a distant impersonal God 

• If we try to correct this error by replacing the transcendence 
of God with the imminence of God, we will also be in error 

d. We come to Mount Zion, not Mount Sinai. At Mount Zion God’s 
transcendence and imminence are united through the work of Jesus 
Christ (Hebrews 12:22-24) 

• We do not come to dark clouds, thunder and lightning, which 
causes us to tremble with fear 
• We come to the holy city, and we come to Jesus, joining with 
angels in the praise of God 
• We are not like Israel at Sinai:  

▪ We are able to approach the unapproachable God  
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Our Response 
 

1. Think about how you view God. When you approach Him, are you coming to 
Mount Sinai, or to Mount Zion? Meditate on the passage below: 
 

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and 
darkness and gloom and a tempest 

19
 and the sound of a trumpet and a 

voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be 
spoken to them. 

20
 For they could not endure the order that was given, "If 

even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned." 
21

 Indeed, so 
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear." 

22
 But you 

have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 

23
 and to the 

assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 

24
 and to 

Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  Hebrews 12:18-24 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Those who trust in Jesus are God’s treasured possession. How does this make 
you feel about your worth as a person? Discuss. 

2. What does it mean to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation? Discuss. 

3. Growing up, did you view God through the lens of Mount Sinai, or Mount Zion? 
How was this view formed in you? How does this impact your view of God, of 
Christians, and of the church and other Christian organizations today?  

4. How might a balanced view of God’s transcendence and imminence help you 
in your walk with God, your relationship with others, and your work in His 
kingdom? 

5. How is the LORD speaking to you through His Word in today’s message? 

6. Pray together for one another. Praise God for His great salvation! Pray for a 
deeper knowledge and love for God, through our mediator, Jesus Christ. 
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Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today’s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

To learn more about the ESV, please visit www.esv.org  

 

http://www.prairietab.com/
http://www.esv.org/

