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Exodus 14:10-22 10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel 

lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after 

them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the 
LORD. 11 They said to Moses, "Is it because there are no graves in Egypt 

that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you 
done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you 

in Egypt: 'Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness." 13 And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, stand firm, and 

see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the 
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD 

will fight for you, and you have only to be silent." 15 The LORD said to 
Moses, "Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 
16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, 

that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I 
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after 

them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and 
his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen."  

 
Exodus 15:1-4 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to 

the LORD, saying, "I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed 
gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 2 The 

LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt 

him. 3 The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name.  

 
 

Today: Crossing the Red Sea 
  

Studying the life of Moses to experience God‟s 
Spiritual Principles for Spiritual Life in Christ 

 
Historical Note: Did this event really happen!? 

 

 

 

Crossing the Red Sea 
Exodus 13:17-15:21 
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1. Leaving Egypt (13:17-22) 
 

a. Israel left with the plan of God (17-18) 
• God often takes us on the “scenic route” 
• Israel left “equipped for battle” (in formation) 
 ▪ The LORD is a man of war  (15:3) 

 

b. Israel left with the promise of God (19) 
• Symbolized by the bones of Joseph returning with them 

  

c. Israel left with the presence of God (20-21) 
• The LORD led them, appearing as a pillar of cloud by day, 
and a pillar of fire by night 

 

2. Pharaoh Takes the Bait (14:1-9) 
 

a. The LORD leads Israel to a poor military position (1-2) 
 • Their backs are against the Red Sea 

 

b. The LORD wants to have glory over the Egyptians, and Israel is the 
bait (3-4) 

• And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, 
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the 
Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD."  Exodus 14:4a 

▪ The LORD hardens Pharaoh‟s heart (which wasn‟t 
known for its softness anyways) 
▪ The LORD will glory over Pharaoh and his host 
(host=army) 
▪ They “shall know that I am the LORD” 
 

c. Pharaoh takes the bait (5-9) 
• „We miss our slave labour! What were we thinking when we 
let them go?‟ (paraphrase) 
• Pharaoh pursues Israel with his chariot army, finding them 
trapped against the Red Sea 

  • The LORD has Pharaoh right where He wants him 

 
3. Panic, Faith, & Salvation (14:10-18) 
 

a. Israel sees Pharoah‟s army and panics (10-12) 
 • We‟re going to die…waaahhhh!! (rough paraphrase) 
 • We were better off serving Pharaoh 

 

 

 

Crossing the Red Sea 
Exodus 13:17-15:21 
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b. Moses‟ best speech (so far) (14:13-14) 
• Fear not 
• Stand firm 
• See the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you 
today 
 

 c. The LORD speaks salvation (14:15-18) 
• Now is the time to get moving, as I am about to win and 
Pharaoh is about to lose (another rough paraphrase) 
 ▪ The LORD is deeply concerned for His own glory 
• As uncomfortable as it may sound to us, there is glory in 
God‟s wrath, for it reveals His righteous justice over sin 

 

4. Israel crosses the Red Sea; Egypt Doesn’t (14:19-31) 
 

a. Moses raises the staff of God and the LORD parts the Red Sea 
• Israel walks through the parted Red Sea on dry ground  
• High walls of water on either side 
  

b. Moses lowers the staff of God and the LORD brings the Red Sea 
down on Egypt‟s chariot army 

• Their last words are: “the LORD fights for them against the 
Egyptians.” (…shall know that I am the LORD, see 14:19) 

  
 

5. Praise God for His Salvation: The Song of Moses  (15:1-21) 
 

a. We can‟t help but sing praise to God for His great salvation! 
• Moses writes the song, Miriam leads singing and dancing 

 

b. The salvation of the LORD is proclaimed in song 
 • He saved us! 

• He defeated the enemy! 
 • He redeemed us! 
 • He will reign 

   

c. The greatness of the LORD is proclaimed in song 
 • glorious in power  

• a man of war 
• majestic (glorious) in holiness 
• awesome in glory  
• working wonders 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Crossing the Red Sea 
Exodus 13:17-15:21 
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Our Response 
 

1. Thank God for taking you on the “scenic route” in your life. Make plans, but 
plan with the understanding that His plans may be very different, and be ready 
to adjust accordingly! 
 

2. Praise God for His salvation. The next time you sing a praise song, think of the 
song of Moses and the joy of the Lord‟s salvation. 
 

"I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider 
he has thrown into the sea. 2 The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has 
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and 
I will exalt him.       Exodus 15:1b-2 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Describe a time in your life when the Lord took you on the „scenic route‟.  

2. Why is it OK for God to do things for His own glory, but not OK for us to do 
things for our own glory? How is there glory in God‟s wrath? Discuss.  

3. Why do you think Israel wanted to go back to Egypt at the first sign of 
trouble? Consider the Parable of the Sower, where the word of God appears to 
take root in soils #2 & #3, but does not (see Luke 8:4-15, especially 6-7,13-14). 
Do you see a connection between these soils and the people of Israel wanting to 
return to Egypt? 

4. What does the song of Moses teach you about praise and salvation? 

5. How is the LORD speaking to you through His Word in today‟s message? 

6. Pray together for one another. Praise God for His great salvation! Pray for 
friends and family who need to believe in Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossing the Red Sea 
Exodus 13:17-15:21 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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