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Exodus 9:13-17 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Rise up early in the 

morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says 
the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, "Let my people go, that they may 

serve me. 14 For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and 
on your servants and your people, so that you may know that there is 

none like me in all the earth. 15 For by now I could have put out my hand 
and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have 

been cut off from the earth. 16 But for this purpose I have raised you up, 

to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the 
earth. 17 You are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let 

them go. 
 

 

 
Today: The Awesome Power of God: Plagues #4-9 
  

Studying the life of Moses to experience God‟s 

Spiritual Principles for Spiritual Life in Christ 
 

 
1. Plague #4: Swarms of Flies (8:20-32) 
 

a. Bzzzzz…. 
• Heb. “swarms” – almost certainly some sort of fly (dog-fly?) 
• May be directed against Egyptian god Beelzebub – “lord of 
the flies” 
 

 b. Thus I will put a division between my people and your people 
• No flies would come on Israel 
• „division‟ = lit. „redemption‟ – “I will put a redemption…” 
• “my people and your people” - There are people who belong 
to God and there are people who do not belong to God 
 

c. But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and did not let the 
people go 

• Pharaoh appeared to be softening, but once the flies were 
removed, he would not let the people go 
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2. Plague #5: Death of Livestock (9:1-7) 
 

a. All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of 
the people of Israel died 

• “all” likely means „all kinds‟, not „every single one‟ (since 
there are still livestock around to die in future plagues) 
• Many of Egypt‟s gods were pictured as livestock 
• An economically devastating plague 

 

b. 'Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, "Let my people go, 
that they may serve me. 

• an oft-repeated statement in Exodus 
• serve ~ worship 
• God wants to bring his people out from serving Pharaoh to 
serving the LORD 
 

c. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people 
go 

• Despite obtaining proof that only Egyptian livestock were 
dying, he still did not let the people go (see 9:7) 

 

3. Plague #6: Boils (9:8-12) 
 

a. So they took the soot from the kiln…Moses threw it in the air, and it 
became boils breaking out in sores on man and beast 

• Ouch! A health disaster! 
• An assault on the Egyptian god Sekhmet, a lion-headed god 
who was supposed to create and end epidemics 

 

b. And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils 
• The exaltation of the LORD‟s servant Moses and the 
humiliation of the magicians 
 

c. But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh  
 

4. Plague #7: Hail (9:13-35) 
a. There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, 
very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it 
became a nation. 

• A powerful, devastating plague, killing man and beast 
• Many Egyptian gods „controlled‟ the forces of nature 
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 b. The purpose of the plagues - 9:13-17 
• The LORD explains: By now I could have wiped you out, but 
I have a purpose in these plagues  

▪ To display the uniqueness of God (14) 
▪ To show the incredible power of God (16) 
▪ To cause the LORD‟s name to be proclaimed in all 
the earth (16) 
▪ Also, as a historical story for the people of God  
 ▪ Tell your children and grandchildren (10:2) 

• The LORD shows mercy, warning the Egyptians to stay inside 
(9:18-21) 
 ▪ Some fear the word of the LORD; many do not 

  

c. The heart of Pharaoh was hardened… 
• I will send all my plagues on you yourself (lit. on your heart) 
9:14 

 

5. Plague #8: Locust (10:1-20) 
 

a. I will bring locusts into your country, and they will cover the face of 
the land, so that no one can see the land 

• Economic catastrophe as the locusts eat everything 
  • Many Egyptian gods were associated with crops 
 

 b. Pharaoh‟s servants: Do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined? 
  • Pharaoh thinks he can bargain with the LORD 
  • He is lost in his sin and stubbornness 
  • I surrender all… 
 

 c. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh‟s heart… 
 

6. Plague #9: Darkness (10:21-29) 
 

a. …darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt 
• A terrifying, enslaving plague 
• The chief god of the Egyptians was Ra (Amon-Re) the sun 
god, and Pharaoh was his incarnation 
• The LORD attacks the chief god in our life 
 ▪ No one can serve two masters – Matthew 6:24 

 

 b. …but all the people of Israel had light where they lived 
  • Living in the light vs living in the darkness 
 

c. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh‟s heart, and he would not let them 
go 

• Pharaoh and Egypt pay a terrible price for their sin 
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Our Response 
 

1. We often take God too lightly. Fear the Word of the LORD 
 

Then whoever feared the word of the LORD among the servants of 
Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21 but 
whoever did not pay attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves 
and his livestock in the field.                          Exodus 9:20-21 
 

2. Praise the LORD for His awesome power, as displayed in the plagues. 
 

But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so 
that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.  Exodus 9:16 
 

 
Source for Information on the plagues:  
Ryken, Philip, Exodus, Crossway, Wheaton, 2005. 

 
 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Describe your personal impressions of the plagues in today‟s message. What 
would it have been like to live through these six plagues? 

2. What do the plagues tell you about the character of God? Do you get a sense 
of the raw power of God in the plagues?  

3. Review the purpose of the plagues in today‟s notes (4b.). Discuss. How are 
these purposes still being fulfilled today? 

4. Have you ever tried to bargain with the LORD? Discuss. 

5. How is the LORD speaking to you through His Word in today‟s message? 

6. Pray together for one another, that you would have a greater sense of His 
power and greatness. Praise Him for His mighty power and glorious victories! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Awesome Power of God 
Exodus 8:20-10:29 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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