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Exodus 7:1-6 And the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like 

God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 2 You 

shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell 
Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 3 But I will harden 

Pharaoh's heart, and though I multiply my signs and wonders in the land 
of Egypt, 4 Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on 

Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the 
land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 5 The Egyptians shall know that 

I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out 

the people of Israel from among them." 6 Moses and Aaron did so; they 
did just as the LORD commanded them. 

 
Exodus 7:17 Thus says the LORD, "By this you shall know that I am 

the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water 

that is in the Nile, and it shall turn into blood. 
 

Exodus 8:3 The Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall come up into 
your house and into your bedroom and on your bed and into the houses 

of your servants and your people, and into your ovens and your 
kneading bowls. 

 

Exodus 8:16 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Say to Aaron, 'Stretch out 
your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats 

in all the land of Egypt.'" 
 

Exodus 8:19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of 

God." But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to 
them, as the LORD had said. 

 
 

Today: This is the Finger of God: The First Three Plagues 
  

Studying the life of Moses to experience God’s 
Spiritual Principles for Spiritual Life in Christ 
 

 

 

This is the Finger of God 
Exodus 7:1-8:19 
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Introduction: The Pattern of the Plagues (7:1-13) 
 

a. The Pattern of the Plagues   
• Supernatural and historical 

 • Three sets of three, followed by the final great plague 
 • Increasing intensity 
 • A showdown between the LORD and Pharaoh 

 

b. The transformation of Moses 
• So Moses and Aaron…did just as the LORD commanded  
• Moses had learned to trust and obey the LORD (7:6,10, 20) 
• God transforms us from “doubting-questioners” to “trusting 
obey-ers” 
  

c. The hardening of Pharaoh’s hard heart  
• The basic problem is not the lack of miracles, but a hard 
heart  
• A hard heart is still people’s basic problem today – see 
Ephesians 4:17-18 

 

d. The snake-eating snake  
• This initial sign sets the pattern for the plagues to follow 

• Pharaoh was believed to be the incarnation of a god, and his 
symbol was a snake 
• Moses’ snake eats the Egyptian magicians’ snakes, showing 
God’s supremacy over Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt 
• Pharaoh hardens his heart and refuses to listen 

 

1. Plague #1: The Nile turns to blood (7:14-25) 
 

 a. The Nile was seen as the source of life in Egypt 
• An attack on the heart of Egypt’s life and prosperity 
• The Nile was worshipped as the flood god “Hapi” (Hapi isn’t 
too happy now. hehe.) 
• Reminds us of the blood of the murdered Hebrew babies in 
Exodus 1 
• We too worship prosperity today 
 

 b. The magicians imitate the plague 
• Would have been more helpful of them to stop the plague 
• Satan is not a creator, but a cheap imitator 
 

 c. So Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened 
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2. Plague #2: Frogs! Everywhere! (8:1-15) 
 

 a. A disgusting, annoying plague 
• The frog-headed goddess Heqet, who was believed to help 
women in childbirth 
• It again reminds us of Exodus 1, where the midwives were 
asked to kill the Hebrew babies  
• We too worship control over reproduction today 
 

 b. The magicians imitate the plague 
• Very unhelpful to produce more frogs 
• Obviously they have no power to stop the plague 
 

 c. Pharaoh begins to see the power of God 
  • God acts through Moses’ prayer at a time chosen by Pharaoh 

• But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened 
his heart… 

 
3. Plague #3: Gnats! Everywhere! (8:16-19) 
 

 a. An uncomfortable plague that comes without warning 
• The gnats (or lice – exact insect unknown) are from the dust 

• Maybe an attack on the earth-god Geb 
• We still worship the earth today 
 

 b. The magicians cannot imitate the plague and admit defeat 
• …the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” 
 

c. But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he would not listen to them, 
as the LORD had said 

 

Conclusion: The Purpose of the Plagues 
 

   A missionary purpose! –  That people might “know that I am the LORD” --  
   Exodus 7:5,17, 8:10, 19 

a. The plagues reveal God’s supremacy over all other gods 

• God will not tolerate any rivals 
b. The plagues reveal God’s mighty power 
 • God controls the forces of nature 
c. The plagues reveal God’s justice 
 • Obedience to His Word matters! 
 • Disobedience is punished 
d. The plagues reveal God’s mercy 

• The plagues are merciful warnings to Egypt 
 e. The plagues reveal God’s glory 
  • God is glorified through a great victory
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Our Response 
 

1. The book of Exodus is a revelation of God to Israel, and to us as well. Reflect 
on the parts of God’s character that you are seeing in Exodus. 
 

The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my 
hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among 
them."      Exodus 7:5 
 

2. Ask God to help you desire that through your trusting-obedience, people point 
not to you but to God. 
 

Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the 
LORD had said.      Exodus 8:19 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Describe your personal impressions of the plagues. What would it have been 
like to live through the first three plagues in Egypt? 

2. What do the plagues tell you about the character of God?  

3. How did Moses move from being a doubting-questioner to a trusting-obeyer? 
(hint: consider the stories of Exodus 1-6 in your response) 

4. Read Ephesians 4:17-18. How is futile thinking related to hardness of heart? 
How do you see this at work in the world today? Do you ever see it at work in 
your own life? 

5. How is the LORD speaking to you through His Word in today’s message? 

6. Pray together for one another, that the Lord would increase your faith and 
courage in days ahead. Praise Him for His mighty power and glorious victories! 
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Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today’s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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