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Exodus 4:18-31 Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said 
to him, "Please let me go back to my brothers in Egypt to see whether 

they are still alive." And Jethro said to Moses, "Go in peace." 19 And the 

LORD said to Moses in Midian, "Go back to Egypt, for all the men who 
were seeking your life are dead." 20 So Moses took his wife and his sons 

and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And 
Moses took the staff of God in his hand. 21 And the LORD said to Moses, 

"When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the 

miracles that I have put in your power. But I will harden his heart, so 
that he will not let the people go. 22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus 

says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and I say to you, "Let my 
son go that he may serve me." If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will 

kill your firstborn son.'" 24 At a lodging place on the way the LORD met 

him and sought to put him to death. 25 Then Zipporah took a flint and 
cut off her son's foreskin and touched Moses' feet with it and said, 

"Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me!" 26 So he let him alone. It 
was then that she said, "A bridegroom of blood," because of the 

circumcision. 27 The LORD said to Aaron, "Go into the wilderness to meet 
Moses." So he went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed 

him. 28 And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD with which he 

had sent him to speak, and all the signs that he had commanded him to 
do. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders 

of the people of Israel. 30 Aaron spoke all the words that the LORD had 
spoken to Moses and did the signs in the sight of the people. 31 And the 

people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had visited the 

people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their 
heads and worshiped. 

 
Today: The Obedience of Faith 
  

Studying the life of Moses to experience God‟s 

Spiritual Principles for Spiritual Life in Christ 
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1. Leaving Midian (18-20) 
 

a. Leaving with his father-in-law‟s blessing (18) 
• Moses receives his father-in-law‟s blessing to return to Egypt 

 

b. Leaving with the Lord‟s assurance (19) 
 • You are no longer a wanted man, Moses 
  ▪ reminds us of Jesus as a boy – Matthew 2:20 
 

c. Leaving with a family (20a) 
 • Moses now has a wife and kids 
 

d. Leaving with the staff of God (20b) 
• See Exodus 4:1-5 

 

 

2. Preparing to Confront Pharaoh (21-23) 
 

a. Do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your power (21) 
• “in your power”~ lit. “in your hand” 

 

b. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go (21b) 
 • The first of many mentions of Pharaoh‟s hardened heart 

▪ hardened by himself – 8:14,32, 9:34 
▪ hardened by God – 7:3, 9:12, 10:1,20 14:8 
 ▪ see also Deut. 2:30, Josh. 11:20,  

Ps. 105:25, John 12:40, Rom. 1:28, 9:14-24 
• The mystery of divine sovereignty and human responsibility 

▪ God is sovereign over His creation 
▪ People are responsible for their actions before God 

• It is difficult to reconcile philosophically, but not as difficult to 
reconcile experientially 

    Q: How should we respond to the hardening of Pharaoh‟s heart? 
• Accept the reality of the philosophical tension 
• Understand that a hard heart is a basic human problem that 
produces futile thinking, ignorance, alienation from God, & sin  

▪ See Eph 4:17-18 
• Don’t harden your heart – Hebrews 3:7-19 
• Ask God to soften your heart – Heb. 11:6 Ezek. 36:26-27 

 

c. The LORD‟s message for Pharaoh (22) 
 • Israel is the Lord‟s firstborn son 

▪ a privileged position of sonship 
  • God desires for Israel to worship Him 
   ▪ the word here for worship is „serve‟ 

• Refusal will result in the death of Pharaoh‟s firstborn son 
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3. An Issue of Obedience (24-26) 
 

An unusual and unexpected story 
  • The Hebrew text is brief and not completely clear 
  • We do our best to understand it and apply it 
 

 a. The Lord seeks to put (Moses/his son) to death (24) 
• Why? The answer appears to be: 

▪ Covenant Disobedience: Moses had not circumcised 
his son – God had commanded this practice for 
Abraham and his offspring - see Genesis 17:10-15 

 

 b. Zipporah, hero wife (25) 
• Zipporah circumcises their son 
• Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me 

▪ Sounds negative in modern English, but probably 
not negative in historic context 

  

c. Saved by the blood (26) 
 • God relents from killing (Moses/his son) 

• This story looks forward to the Passover where the people of 
Israel put blood on the doorposts 

• It also looks forward to Christ‟s blood that was shed for us 
▪ Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified 
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness of sins.   Hebrews 9:22 

 
4. Israel Believes and Worships (27-31) 
 

 a. Moses meets up with Aaron (27-28) 
• The LORD has also spoken to Aaron 
 

 b. Moses and Aaron speak to the elders of Israel (29-30) 
  • The people see the signs 
 

 c. The people of Israel believe (31a) 
 
 d. The people of Israel worship the LORD (31b) 
 

God’s word comes true as Moses obeys in faith 
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Our Response 
 

1. Is there an issue with obedience to the LORD in your life? 
 

“Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, "Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do 
not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the 
wilderness,”           Hebrews 3:7-8 

 
2. Ask God to show you where you need to step out in faith in accordance with 
His Word, and to help you trust in Him to do it! 
 

    The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"        Luke 17:5  
 
 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Discuss a time where you had to leave because you believed God wanted you 
to go somewhere else. 

2. How do you understand the tension between divine sovereignty and human 
responsibility? Discuss (and please remain friends!!!).  

3. Have you ever had a time where you realized you were being disobedient to 
the LORD in a significant way and you found it hard to obey? Are you in such a 
time right now? 

4. What does the phrase „the obedience of faith‟ mean? Discuss. (You may want 
to read Romans 1:5 and Romans 16:25-27 where the phrase is used by Paul) 

5. Read Exodus 4:27-31. What is the connection between belief and worship in 
your life? 

6. Pray together for one another, that the Lord would increase your faith and 
obedience in days ahead. Thank Him for His patience! 
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Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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