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Exodus 4:1-5 Then Moses answered, "But behold, they will not believe 
me or listen to my voice, for they will say, 'The LORD did not appear to 
you.'" 

2
 The LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" He said, "A 

staff." 
3
 And he said, "Throw it on the ground." So he threw it on the 

ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 
4
 But the LORD 

said to Moses, "Put out your hand and catch it by the tail"--so he put out 
his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand-- 

5
 "that they 

may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you." 
 

Exodus 4:10-12 But Moses said to the LORD, "Oh, my Lord, I am not 
eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but 
I am slow of speech and of tongue." 

11
 Then the LORD said to him, "Who 

has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or 
blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 

12
 Now therefore go, and I will be with your 

mouth and teach you what you shall speak." 
 

Exodus 4:13-15 But he said, "Oh, my Lord, please send someone 
else." 

14
 Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he 

said, "Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can 
speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees 
you, he will be glad in his heart. 

15
 You shall speak to him and put the 

words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and 
will teach you both what to do.  

 

Today: Please Send Someone Else! 
  

Studying the life of Moses to experience God‟s 
Spiritual Principles for Spiritual Life in Christ 
 

 

 

Please Send Someone Else 
Exodus 4:1-17 
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1a. Moses’ Objection (1) 

But no one will believe me!  
• Note that the Lord had already told him that they would 
believe him (Exodus 3:18) 

▪ Moses‟ problem was not that no one would believe 
him, but that he would not believe God 

 

1b. The LORD’s Response (2-9) 
The Lord gives Moses three signs, so that the people will believe that God has 
appeared to him. The signs illustrate transformation for both Moses and Egypt 

 

a. “What‟s in your hand?...Throw it on the ground”  (2-5) 
• Transformation from staff to snake to staff 
 ▪ A snake was an Egyptian symbol of royal power 
• The staff of Moses becomes the staff of God (Ex. 4:20) 
• The power of Egypt is under the authority of God 

 
b. “Put your hand inside your cloak”   (6-8) 
 • Transformation from clean to leprous to clean 
  ▪ God controls sickness and health 

 • The hand of Moses becomes an instrument of God 
 • The wellbeing of Egypt is under the authority of God 
 
c. “You shall take some water from the Nile”  (9) 

• Transformation from water to blood 
• The Nile River is Egypt‟s source of life and 
prosperity 
▪ This transformation foreshadows the plagues 

  • The river of life becomes the river of death 
  • The life of Egypt is under the authority of God 
 

2a. Moses’ Objection (10) 

But I’m a terrible talker! 
• Moses seems to be speaking very adequately in his 
conversation with the Lord! 
• Moses‟ objections to being God‟s spokesman are still common 
objections today about doing evangelism 
 ▪ “What if they don‟t believe me?” 

▪  “I wouldn‟t know what to say” 
▪ “Please send someone else.” 

 

 

 

Please Send Someone Else 
Exodus 4:1-17 
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2b. The LORD’s Response (11-12) 
 

a. “Who has made man‟s mouth?”  (11) 
• Answer: “The Lord!”  
• You are the way you are because God made you that way 
 ▪ He knew what he was doing when He made you! 
  ▪ See Psalm 139 

 
b. “Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth” (12) 
 • God knows your strengths and weaknesses 

▪ When God sends you, He gives you what you need 
to do His work 

 

 

3a. Moses’ Objection (13) 

  Please send someone else! 
  • Moses‟ bottom line is that he doesn‟t want to go 
   ▪ Moses‟ real problem is a heart problem 
  • Many times our objections are just smokescreens 
   ▪ We just don‟t want to obey! 
 

3b. The LORD’s Response (14-17) 
 

 a. The Lord is angry with Moses (14a) 
• He is slow to anger, but He still does get angry at Moses‟ 
persistent unbelief and disobedience 
• Is your unbelief and disobedience wearing out God‟s 
patience? 
 

 b. “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite?”  (14b) 
• If you won‟t speak Aaron will do it for you 
• Aaron is on his way – Illustrating God‟s sovereignty and 
man‟s responsibility 
 

c. “I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you 
both what to do” (15-17) 

• One message, two mouths to teach 
• God‟s purposes will not be thwarted 

 

 

 

Please Send Someone Else 
Exodus 4:1-17 
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Our Response 
 

1. Consider God‟s question to Moses: “What‟s in your hand?” Are you holding on 
to something that you need to throw down on God‟s holy ground? Let the „staff 
of Moses‟ become „the staff of God‟. 
 

 

2. Ask God to show you where you need to step out in faith in accordance with 
His Word, and to help you trust in Him to do it! 
 

    The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"        Luke 17:5  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. Can you relate to Moses in today‟s passage? Discuss. 

2. Consider God‟s question to Moses: “What‟s in your hand?” How would you 
answer this question? 

3. Do you lack in eloquence when it comes to talking about the Lord? How does 
the Lord‟s answer to Moses in vv11-12 encourage you? 

4. Describe some of your own personal objections to obeying God. Have you 
ever used objections to mask your real concern, as Moses did? Are you doing it 
in a situation you are facing right now? 

5. How has the Lord encouraged you through today‟s message? How can others 
in your group pray for you and encourage you in days ahead?  

6. Pray together for one another, that the Lord would increase your faith and 
obedience in days ahead. Thank Him for His patience! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Send Someone Else 
Exodus 4:1-17 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 

questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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