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Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of 

fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was 

burning, yet it was not consumed. 
 

Exodus 3:5 Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals off 
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." 
 

Exodus 3:7-8 Then the LORD said, "I have surely seen the affliction of 

my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver 

them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 

land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to 
the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 

Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
 

Exodus 3:10-12 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring 
my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 11 But Moses said to 

God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of 

Israel out of Egypt?" 12 He said, "But I will be with you, and this shall be 
the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." 
 

Exodus 3:13-14 Then Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of 
Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' 

and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?" 14 God 

said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of 
Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 
 

Exodus 3:20-21 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with 
all the wonders that I will do in it; after that he will let you go. 21 And I 

will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you 
go, you shall not go empty, 
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1. God Reveals His Presence (1-6) 
a. Moses, forty years as a shepherd in Midian (1) 
 • From Egyptian elite to Israeli shepherd 

• God prepares Moses in the desert, not the palace 
b. God appears to Moses in the burning bush at Mt. Sinai (2-6) 
 • The image of God as fire: 
  ▪ for our God is a consuming fire     Hebrews 12:29 
 • Moses is curious and takes a look 
 • God is holy. He is to be worshipped with reverence and awe 

▪ Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals 
off your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground."    Exodus 3:5 

• God introduces Himself as the God of Israel‟s fathers 
 ▪ Moses hides his face in fear of looking at God 

 

2. God Reveals His Purpose (7-9) 
a. God announces that He is going to save Israel (7-9) 

• Compare Exodus 2:23-25 with 3:7-9 
    - The people of Israel cried out for help in prayer   
    - God heard their groaning  

    - God saw the people of Israel  
    - God knew  

    - God remembered His covenant –> “I have come down” 
▪ …to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians 
▪ …a bring them…to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey 
 

3. God Reveals His Plan (10-12) 
a. Moses – you will do it! (10) 

• God‟s plan is to send people like you and me 
b. “Who am I?”   Moses‟ first concern (11) 
 • Moses objects because he believes he is not the right person 
 • What a change of attitude from Ex. 2:11-14 (see Acts 7:25)!! 

c. “But I will be with you”, answers God 
• God‟s plan is to send people like you and me, and to be 
with us! 

d. God offers Moses a sign 
• You will know I have sent you when my words come true 
• God‟s sign is not always the sign we want, when we want it 
• He asks us to step out in faith often before we see the sign 
• The sign for Moses is: 

▪ A promise that God will save Israel  
▪ A promise that Israel will worship God 
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4. God Reveals His Person (13-15) 
a. “Who are you?”   Moses‟ second concern (13) 

• Moses is concerned that Israel will want to know the name of 
the God who is sending him to save them 

b. God reveals His name (14-15) 
• I AM who I AM 
 ▪ The God who is, and who was and who is to come 

▪ The God who is eternal 

▪ The God who creates and sustains 
 ▪ The God who is truth 
 ▪ The God who defines existence and reality 
 ▪ The God who never changes 
 ▪ The God who is all we need 
 ▪ The God who is 
 ▪ I AM 
• The LORD – Yahweh (Jehovah) 
 ▪ The God of your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

  • This is the eternal name of the God who sent Moses  
 

5. God Reveals His Prophetic Word (16-24) 
a. Go and tell the elders of Israel that the LORD has appeared to you 
and will bring Israel from Egypt to a land flowing with milk and honey 
(16-17) 
  • Declare the vision to Israel 
b. You will go before Pharaoh but he won‟t listen (18-19) 
  • What you are doing won‟t work, but do it anyways 

▪ You can‟t do this yourself Moses 
c. I will make him listen through my hand and wonders that strike Egypt 
– then he will let you go (20) 
  • Pharaoh will only listen to the power of God 
d. You will not go emptyhanded, Israel will plunder the Egyptians when 
they leave Egypt (21-22) 
 

Moses had to take God‟s prophetic word on faith that God would do it.  
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Our Response 
 

1. Meditate on the name of God “I AM”. Pray to the Lord and ask him for deeper 
knowledge and love for Him. Talk with the Lord about how He is the one who 
sends you and the One who is with you. 

 

God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the 
people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"       Exodus 3:14 

 

2. Ask God to show you where you need to step out in faith in accordance with 
His Word, and to help you trust in Him to do it! 
 

    The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"        Luke 17:5  
 
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1.What does it mean to stand on „holy ground‟? (For Moses and for you!) 

2.What do you think is the answer to Moses‟ question “Who am I?” What would 

be the answer to that question for yourself? Discuss how God‟s answer, “But I 

will be with you…” answers the question. 

3. What does “I AM” tell us about God? How does it encourage you in your love 

and knowledge of God? Take a moment to pause in prayer and praise to the 

Great I AM! 

4. Do you find it hard to step out in faith? Do you relate to the situation in which 

Moses found himself? Is there something in your life right now where you know 

you need to exercise faith in the Lord but you are finding it difficult to do so? 

5. How has the Lord encouraged you through today‟s message about Moses and 

the burning bush? Has God given a sense of peace, hope, joy, or love in you that 

was lacking before? 

6. Pray together for one another, that the Lord would strengthen your faith in 

Him, your knowledge of Him and your love for Him. 
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Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
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