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Exodus 1:7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; 

they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled 

with them. 
 

Exodus 1:12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they 
multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in 

dread of the people of Israel. 
 

Exodus 1:22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every son that 
is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every 

daughter live." 
 

Exodus 2:10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's 

daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, "Because," 
she said, "I drew him out of the water." 
 

Acts 7:24-25 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the 

oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He 
supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them 

salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 
 

Exodus 2:15 ¶ When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But 

Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat 
down by a well. 
 

Exodus 2:24-25 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered 

his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the 

people of Israel--and God knew. 
 

 

Today: The Birth of Moses – Introduction 
  

Studying the life of Moses to experience God‟s 
Spiritual Principles for Spiritual Life in Christ 
 

Note Acts 7:17-29 – a New Testament Summary and 

Commentary on Exodus 1-2 in Stephen‟s sermon   

 

The Birth of Moses 
Exodus 1-2 
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1. God’s Blessing Brings Man’s Oppression (1:1-22) 
a. Exodus is a continuation of God‟s plans in Genesis (1-7) 
 • God‟s first command to Adam & Eve 
  ▪ “Be fruitful and multiply…” 

• After the fall, God‟s salvation plan starts with Abraham 
  ▪ God promises to multiply Abraham‟s family  

▪ Genesis 12:1-3, 15:4-6, 22:17-18, 26:4 
  • Principle: God empowers obedience to His commands 
   ▪ Spiritual growth: 1 Cor. 3:6 “God gave the growth” 

b. The Egyptians oppress Israel out of fear (8-15) 
 • God‟s blessing is a cause of fear for the Egyptians 
  ▪ They are becoming mightier than us! 

• Principle: God‟s blessing on His people may trigger the anger 
and fear of the world 

▪ Satan will oppose us at the very point of God‟s 
commands 
 ▪ It is still happening today 

  • Israel continues to multiply despite Egypt‟s oppression (12) 
c. Pharaoh resorts to infanticide (16-22) 
 • Pharaoh commands the midwives to kill Hebrew baby boys 

  ▪ The midwives disobey him  
   ▪ God multiplies the midwive‟s families 

• Pharaoh commands all Egyptians to throw Hebrew baby boys 
into the Nile River 
 ▪ This is the setting into which Moses is born 

  

 
2. A “Savior” is born (2:1-10) 

a. Moses is hidden at birth but placed in a basket (KJV „ark‟) in the Nile 
• Not the first time that God saves His people from drowning in 
an ark on water! And not the last time either – 1 Peter 3:20-21 
• Many parallels between the birth of Moses and Jesus 

 ▪ Born in humble circumstances 
▪ The king wanted to kill them 
▪ God provides a way of escape, involving Egypt 

b. With great irony (and foreshadowing), Pharaoh‟s daughter agrees to 
pay Moses‟ Hebrew mother to raise the child who will be their downfall 

• And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
and he was mighty in his words and deeds.   Acts 7:22  

 

 

The Birth of Moses 
Exodus 1-2 
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3. God’s Work Done Man’s Way = Natural Results (2:11-22) 
a. Moses sees the injustice being done to his people and acts (2:11-12) 
 • He kills an Egyptian who was beating an Israelite 
b. He thought the people of Israel would catch his vision 

• He supposed that his brothers would understand that God 
was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not 
understand.      Acts 7:25 

 c. Moses was trying to do a supernatural work in a natural way 

 • The people were not ready – „the demon was in too deep‟ 
  ▪ Mark 9:29 

• Abraham tried to do God‟s work man‟s way when he fathered 
Ishmael through Hagar  - Genesis 16 
 ▪ It doesn‟t work! 

d. The people of Israel rejected Moses‟ leadership, and he had to flee 
for his life to Midian (2:14-15) 

• Note that Moses‟ intentions were good, but he was doing 
God‟s work man‟s way, and the results were predictable 
• Moses‟ own people rejected him, just as Jesus‟ own people 
would one day reject Him 

 e. His desire to overcome oppression bears fruit in Midian (2:16-22) 

• He gains a wife and a family after defending Jethro‟s 
daughters from marauding shepherds 
 ▪ Moses is “a stranger in a strange land” (KJV) 

 

4. God knew (2:23-25) 
a. The people of Israel cried out for help in prayer 
b. God heard their groaning 
c. God remembered His covenant 
d. God saw the people of Israel 
e. God knew 

 

God’s work is about to be done God’s way.

 

 

 

The Birth of Moses 
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Our Response 
 

1. Meditate on the command “Be fruitful and multiply” in light of today‟s 
message, thinking about both the physical and spiritual implications. 
 

And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to 
him, "So shall your offspring be." 6And he believed the Lord, and he 
counted it to him as righteousness.    Genesis 15:5-6 

 

2. Actively seek the Lord in doing His work, asking for His supernatural 
resources, and trusting Him to provide. 
 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen.        Eph. 3:20-21  
 

Questions for Personal Application & Small Group Discussion 
1. When was the last time you thought about Moses? What do you like about 

Moses? How are you hoping to grow in the Lord through this “Moses Series”? 

2. In Exodus 1, how did God keep his promises regarding Israel? How does the 

command to „be fruitful and multiply‟, along with God‟s promise to bring growth, 

apply to us today? Answer in both physical and spiritual ways. How has God kept 

His promises in your life regarding this command and promise? 

3. Have you ever tried to do God‟s work and seen it fall flat? What do you think 

went wrong? What can you learn from Moses‟ first attempt to save Israel?  

4. Do you ever feel like Moses:  „a stranger in a strange land‟? Discuss. 

5. “God knew”  - Do you ever feel like God doesn‟t know your situation (even 

though intellectually you understand that He does know it well)? Discuss. Read 

Exodus 2:23-25 and describe how this passage can encourage you in the Lord. 

6. Pray together for one another, that the Lord would work in your lives through 

this new series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Birth of Moses 
Exodus 1-2 

 
 
 

 

Questions, Comments? 
 

If you have questions or comments about today‟s 
message, please send me an email at this address: 
questions4tim@prairietab.com  
 

Thanks, Tim 
 
 
 

 

Other sermons and notes are available for free download at www.prairietab.com  
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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